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unity or constitutional government in Italy; and when, in
October, he had instructed Metternich to tell the Count
of San Marzano, minister of the King of Sardinia, that he
was going to insure the tranquillity of the peninsula by
smothering all ideas of federation and constitution.6 Led
by the Church, the upper and middle classes in Italy
were united in their hatred for the Revolution, and wanted
no more talk of constitution, liberty, or unity.
Nothing would have been simpler or easier than to apply
the law of nations to the Old Regime in Italy. And yet,
even in Italy, the law of nations came up against unfore-
seen obstacles. In 1801, Bonaparte had managed to obtain
the Duchy of Parma and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany,
through cession by their rulers. He had annexed Parma
to France and had indemnified the Duke of Parma with
Tuscany, giving it the high-sounding tide of Kingdom of
Etruria. The Duke of Parma's father-in-law, Charles IV,
King of Spain, had paid for this classical title with no less
a sacrifice than Louisiana. The Grand Duke of Tuscany,
Ferdinand, had in his turn been recompensed in Germany,
with the Duchy of Wiirzburg. But in 1807, Napoleon had
transformed the Kingdom of Etruria into a dlpartement of
France, promising in exchange to the Queen of Etruria,
who had become regent after the death of her husband,
a hypothetical kingdom of Lusitania, which he intended
to create in Portugal. By the Treaty of Paris, France had
ceded to the Allies the departements created out of the
former Duchy of Parma and the former Grand Duchy of
Tuscany. What was to be done with them?
As to the position of Parma, there could be no doubt.
It had been ceded by formal treaty; a legitimate possession
of France from 1801 to 1814, it was now vacant territory.
The Congress could legally dispose of it. But Tuscany
was a different case. The Grand Duke had ceded it by
a formal treaty 'to France, who, by formal treaty, had
ceded it to the Duke of Parma. The latter and his widow
eBianchi, op, cit., I, 10-11.